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EUscreen Portal Launched in celebration of UNESCO’s World Day of Audiovisual Heritage
Press Release:  for immediate release. Athens,  Oct. 27, 2011.
EUscreen: television heritage online
EUscreen is a unique showcase of Europe’s television heritage. Major audiovisual archives in Europe have joined forces to offer unified access to the history of television in Europe. Thousands of video’s and images are available for free online consultation, and additional content is added on a daily basis. The portal www.euscreen.eu is officially launched today, in celebration of UNESCO’s World Day of Audiovisual Heritage.

The EUscreen portal has been accessible in beta testing mode since early 2011, but received an entirely new layout. The new layout has been extensively tested and accounts for the needs of the various user groups EUscreen focuses on in the fields of education, research, and for the general public. 
The portal provides a wide variety of functionalities to search and browse the collection, which can be used in different contexts such as curricula and research programmes, for remix, and for leisurely dives into popular history. Additional tools for curated exhibitions and an academic e-journal which researches significant trends in over 60 years of European television with the help of original programme sources will become available in 2012.

“With EUscreen we encourage users to actively engage with the history of Europe and the history of television regardless of the language and cultural boundaries. This is a great step forward to explore the role of television heritage in how we came to see ourselves and others in changing times”, says project co-ordinator Sonja de Leeuw.

In 19 countries all over Europe, launch events will take place to present the project to new audiences. Read more about the launch events on our blog (http://blog.euscreen.eu) or on twitter feed (@euscreen)
EUscreen in Greece

The Hellenic National Audiovisual Archive (HeNAA)  is part of the EUscreen project and provides research, technical expertise and archive material to the portal. Material provided is aggregated and made available on Europeana, the European digital library, museum and archive. EUscreen makes available clips such as “A guidance at Goulandris Natural History Museum”, a clip which comes from the collection of Art and Culture and is historically important because. The Goulandris museum exhibits a rich collection of insects, mammals, serpents, birds and shells as well as rocks and fossils from all around Greece. It also organizes seminars and lectures and hosts temporary exhibitions relevant to crucial environment issues concerning Greece and the world in general.

. Recently the Museum opened the “Gaia” Center of Environmental Research and Education “Gaia”, where visitors learn about the life of the natural world. The building extending over 12.500 sq. m apart from its permanent exhibition halls (about energy, transportation, natural resources, water, food) also organizes educational events.
The clip is available here: http://www.euscreen.eu/play.html?id=EUS_6DF53B41F110417FADAB4FA4CFD32892.

The Hellenic Broadcasting Corporation (ERT) is part of the EUscreen project as an Associate partner and provides archive material to the portal. ERT, to celebrate the UNESCO World Day of Audiovisual Heritage and the launch of EUscreen portal, has prepared a video which is available on ERT’s website and is broadcasting on its channels. 
The title of the video is “The Hellenic Radio Television Heritage” 
The clip is available here: http://www.ert-archives.gr/V3/public/page-assetview.aspx?tid=90969&tsz=0
About EUscreen
EUscreen is a three-year project and started in October 2009. With the support of FIAT/IFTA, the European Broadcasting Union and the Europeana Foundation, the EUscreen Best Practice Network aims at achieving a highly interoperable digitised collection of television material. The project brings 28 partners together, from 19 countries. The project is supported by the European Commission as part of the e-Contentplus Programme. Content will also become available through Europeana, the gateway to Europe’s vast heritage collections that currently provides access to over 20 million objects from libraries, museums, archives and audiovisual archives.

About the World Day of Audiovisual Heritage 

The UNESCO World Day of Audiovisual Heritage is celebrated annually since 2007. On this year’s 5th Annual World Day, the theme is "Audiovisual Heritage: See, Hear and Learn". The theme corresponds with the aim of EUscreen to be a multimedia resource for the general public, pupils and scholars alike.

[Not for publication]

More information

For more information about the Launch Events in your country and your local collections online, please get in touch with: 
HeNNA : Fouant Ampntoul Malak, fmalak@avarchive.gr

ERT: Vassilis Alexopoulos, balexopoulos@ert,gr
For more information about the project and the scope of the portal, contact:

Erwin Verbruggen, everbruggen[at]beeldengeluid.nl
or see http://blog.euscreen.eu
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